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The BRIDGE at BRISTOD, 
Ax 
Opening the AVENUES to it, 
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ADVERTISEMENT 
ted to ſuch a public Inſpection; but as the 


To Tus PUBLICE. 
14 
6 
Commiſſioners were pleas d to defire it, 1 
could not refuſe ; eſpecially as my Intention in offer- 
ing my Deſigns to them was to give all the Aſſiſtance 
in my Power to a Work fo important as the render- 
Ing the ſeveral Avenues to the Bridge as commodious as 
poſſible, muſt, in the Opinion of every Body be thought. 
I choſe to publiſh the Letter as it was offer d, with- 
out the leaſt Alteration, as alſo to expoſe the ſame 
haſly imperfeft Drawings, which (as the Gentlemen 
have adjourn'd their Meeting to a future Day) I 
ſhall have Time to correct; particularly as to the 
Conſtruction of the Bridge itſelf; another more di- 


geſted Plan of which will then be offer d. 


HEN I wrote the following Letter I lit- 
tle thought it would ever have been ſubmit- 


AS theſe Plans are thus unexpeftedly to me laid be- 
fore the Public, and this Letter printed, and as I am 
conſcious of their being imperfect, whatever Objec- 
tions ſhall be made to them in Print I ſhall take no 
Trouble to anſuver : But if any Gentleman ill be ſo 
kind as by Letter to communicate his Objections to 
me, I ſhall either endeavour to obviate them, or, as 
Jam always open to Conviction, ſhall thankfully ac= 
quieſce in his Opinion. 


JOHN WOOD. 
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Delivered by Mr. WOOD, 


To the CouuirssioN RRS for rebuilding 
the BRIDGE at Baisror, &c. 


GENTLEMEN, 


W Nvirzöp by your public Advertiſe- 
I S ment, I take the Liberty to offer to 
your Confideration a PLAN for re- 
building the Bridge, and opening 
the Avenues to it, which I hope will meet 
with your Approbation. I did not ſee the 
Advertiſement before laſt Monday, and there- 
fore beg you will excufe the Drawings not 
being ſo neat as they ſhould have been, had 
T had the good Fortune to have ſeen the Ad- 
vertiſement before; for the greateſt Part of 
my Time ſince Monday has been employ'd 
in taking an accurate Plan of the Premiſes 
and all the Levels. | 
I osserve by the Act of Parliament, that 
there is a Proviſion for making good the Da- 
mages that may be done to Saint Nicholas 
Church, by which I apprehend it has been 
by ſome thought neceſſary to take down that 
Church, or at leaſt ſome Part of it; and as 
there is a Proviſion likewiſe for making a 
25 | temporary 


| temporary Bridge, I apprehend ſuch an one: 
has been thought neceſſary, but' I humbly 
preſume that both theſe Expences may be 
entirely avoid. „ 
As I have not the Pleaſure to be perſonally 
acquainted with many of the Commiſſioners, 
ſo my Plan has been exhibited to very few; 
and therefore it appears before you unſup- 
ported by Intereſt, and muſt depend upon 
your impartial Judgements, and its own few 
| Merits for Succeſs : But I hope you will give 
this Letter a patient Reading, and the Plan a 
ö thorough Examination; and if I have not ſuf- 
ficiently explain'd it, or if any Objections ſhall 
be made to any Part of it, I hope you will, 
if Gentlemen, ſend for me to Mr. PaxKeR's in 
Breoad:ſtreet, (where I am waiting) to give you 
any farther Explanation that ſhall be thought 
neceſſary ; and to anſwer the Objections that 
may be made to the Deſign as well as I am able. 
{ I nave ſurvey'd the preſent Bridge, and 
find that in its. original State it was Nineteen 
Feet wide, and without Houſes on it, in the 
Taſte all the Bridges were built about the 
Thirteenth Century, ſeveral Examples of 
which are now in being, as at Glocefler, Nor- 
c ceſter, and Upton over the Severn; at Bath 
and Melk/bam over the River Avon; at Chef 
ter over the Dee; at Warrington over the 
Merſey ; at Biddeford over the Towrrdge ; and 
at Barnſtable over the Taw. In Proceſs of 
Time, in order to build the Houſes, Arches 
of two or three Feet wide (the exact * 
ons 
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ſions of which J have not taken, being un- 
neceſſary to my Deſign) were turn d, from 
the Angles of the Baſtions of the Piers, pa- 
rallel to the Bridge, ſome Eight or Ten Feet 
diſtant from it, to ſupport the Floors of the 
Houſes; the Timbers of which have about 
Three Feet bearing on the Front of the Bridge, 
are ſupported again by this ſecondary Arch, 
and then project conſiderably over the Watet 
to ſupport the Back Fronts of the Houſes. 
As this is the Caſe, it is no difficult or dan- 
gerous Undertaking to take down all the Hou- 
ſes on the Bridge, and the ſecondary Arches, 
and to reduce the preſent Bridge to its origi- 
nal State. r PS 
In the Plan No. 1 you have an accurate 
Survey of the preſent Bridge, the Streets lead- 
ing to it, and all the Ground to the Eaſt of 
it, as far as Temple-ſtreef on the South-Side, 
and the Corner of Peter-ſtreer on the North, 
ſhadow'd with Indian Ink, on which 1 have 
deſcrib'd, in red, the Lines of Building I 
would adviſe to be follow'd. e ben 
IF a Line be drawn from the Letter A, 
which is near about the Door of the Houſe 
of the late Mr. Hour rox, Grocer, on the 
Eaſt Side of High-freet, to the Front Door 
of the Pelican-Inn in Thomas-ftreet, it will 
run nearly parallel to the Old Bridge, and a- 
bout Sixty Feet to the Eaſt of it; therefore 
if a Bridge be built Forty Feet wide, and this 
Line the Eaſt Boundary of it, there will be 
Room (after the Houſes on the Eaſt Side of 
| | the 
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the Bridge, and the ſecondary Arches on that 


Side are taken down) to build a new Bridge 


without interrupting the Paſſage of the preſent 


Bridge, which I would adviſe to remain as 


the temporary one. 
You will. be pleas'd to obſerve, that the 
Line A B cuts off che North Eaſt End of To- 


mas-/treet' about Thirty Feet, and interſects 


the Fronts. of the Houſes on that Side of the 
Street a little above the Pelican-Inn Door ; 
it likewiſe cats off all the Houſes at the South 
Eaſt End of the Bridge about Sixty Feet down 
Tucker-ſireet from the Corner of the Bridge. 
Tus Line C D, which is parallel to the 
Line A B at Forty Feet Diſtance, and termi- 
nates the Breadth of the Bridge to the Weſt, 
runs about Ten Feet to the Eaſt of St. Ni- 
cholas Church, and interſects Thomes-ſtreet on 
the Weſt Side about Sixty Feet from the N. 
Welt Corner; ſo that there will be no Occa- 
fion to take down any Houſes on- the Weſt 
Side of that Street, nor will there be Occa- 
fion to DESTROY the Houſes from the Cor- 
20 of Redceliffſtreet to the Water's Edge at 
E; although the Proprietors of thoſe Houſes 
muſt have — Acknowledgement made em 
for the Damages they will receive by the 
Streets being rais'd before the Fronts of their 


Houſes, as I ſhall explain preſently, 


As the Houſes in Tucker-/treet (I mean on 
the North Side of it) are extreamly bad and 
ruinous, I preſume to adviſe that a Key Wall 


be built on the Edge of the River from O to 


9, 


ot SET eh W 


2 ” 
% 


- EF + 5 Xa . Ak O24 . oe at 


1 
1 
1 
0 


| , # 8 5 
1 * 1 
> C * - . * | ; * * 
4 . =6 - 7 ” f ; | ' 2 | , 


O, and that e to it Forty Feet diſtant 
be a regular 0 2 
that at G a Street of Forty Feet wide be re- 


Front of Building from F to G ; 


turn'd down to the End of Temple-fireet, hav- 
ing a regular Pile of Building on each Side 


from O to M, and from G to G; and by this 
Means an extream good Communication will 
be made from Temple-ſtreet to the Bridge, and 


to Redcli ſiſtreet. And I will take upon me 
to aſſert, that the improv'd Ground Rents of 


that Spot of Ground will very well pay for 


the Purchaſe of the Houſes, and that there 
ate Builders enough that would be glad to 
take Ground on a Freehold or Leaſehold Te- 
nure and build; it being a Spot as well ſitu- 
ated for Trade as moſt in the City of Briſtol. 
TuIs Key- Wall O O determines the South 
Side of the River, as the new Key-Wall on 
the North Side continued in a ſtraight Line 


to P would determine the North Edge of the 
River. In the Middle between the Letters 


P and O, I would propoſe a Bridge of Three 
equal Arches, each Forty Feet ſpan, the Arch- 
es to ſpring Two Feet and a Half above High 
Water Mark, in order that there may be no 
Leſſening of the Water-Way during the whole 
Flow of the Tide; or ONE GRAND SINGLE 
ELLipTIcat ARCH of One Hundred and 
Ten Feet ſpan, as ſhall be thought moſt ad- 


viſeable: A Plan of ſuch an Arch I would 


have made, had I had Time. The Water 
Way of the four preſent Arches. taken all 
together does not exceed One Hundred Feet 
at the ſpringing of the- Arches, therefore 
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Three Forty Feet Arches will be ſufficient. 


The Propriety of having all the Arches equal, 
and the Cotnice and Balluſtrade to run level, 


Iwill explain by and by. 


As the Houſes on the South Side of the 
Shambles. to the Water's Edge are to be de- 
ſtroy'd, 1 would humbly preſume to adviſe, 
that a Line of Building with a regular Front 
be made from Q to Q, and before it a Ter- 
ras Fifty Feet wide, rais'd upon Arches in 
the Manner of my Parades at Bath; the 
Vaults form'd by theſe Arches will make very 
commodious Warehouſes to the Houſes; and 
as the Level of the Terras will be at leaſt 
Twenty Feet above High Water Mark, if 
the new Key-Wall be rais'd about Three or 


Four Feet, the Plat-form 8 8 8 P will make 


a commodious Key for the Uſe of thoſe Hou- 
ſes. From the Eaſt Corner of this new-in- 
tended Building I would return a Street Forty 
Feet wide up into Peter-ſtreet, and ſo along 
Dolpbin-Lane into Wine-ftreet. | 
Tux improv'd Ground Rents of this Pile 
of Building, with the Return into Peter-tr eet 


from K to K, I may venture to aſſert will pay 


likewiſe, 


Tur Line QQ may, if thought adviſea- 


ble, be brought ſome few Feet more to the 


South to give more back Ground to the Hou- 
ſes; it will be only leflening the Platform 


o 
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Tux Ground at the Point C I would ad- 
viſe to be rais'd about Seven Feet higher than 
at preſent, - and that will make Nicholas-/treet 
cho have 


41 


have a 1 2 gentle Fall from the Market to 


the Point C, and by this Means there will be 
a Nec eſt of ſopping up Nil- Gate erl. 
tirely ; I would umbly prefume to ad- 
viſe, hat Nicholas-flreet be widen'd to Fort ty 
Feet, to make à good Way tb the Market, 

As the Point C. will be. 7755 Fee hi her 
than i it is at preſent, the F all fro Porte 
Rreet to that Point will not 7 1 Talf an 
Inch to a Foot; from the Point C quite over 
the Bridge to the South End of it will ſtill be 
a more Wolle Fall. The Point A at the 
South End of the Bridge (Plan No. 4) is a- 
bout Thirteen Feet above the Ground at the 
Pelican-Inn Door, and therefore the Fall from 
the End of the Bridge to that Point will be 
the ſame as from the Point C to Mary- Port- 

fret. You will ſee theſe Falls better defcrib'd 
in Plan No. 3, which is a Section of the 
Ground from the Pelican-lnn Door- to the 
Corner. of ' Mary-port-/treet. And here you 
will pleaſe to Nerve, that the Ground at 
Redceli fſtreet End will "be rais'd fo high that 
the Houſes from Mr. MAarsn's Shop to. the 
Water Edge (which before I have advis'd not 
to be DEsTROY'D) muſt yet be obliged to be 
re-built, and therefore the Proprietors will 
require ſome Acknowledgment for the Da- 
mages they ſhall ſuſtain, 

PLAN No. 2 is the Plan of the Puilding 
according to my Intention, diveſted of all th 
Lines of the old Buildings. And here you 
will be pleas'd to obſerve, that as the Bridge 
makes a conſiderable Angle Eaſtward with 
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„ 
High-freet, the beginning to turn to the Faſt 
ſo far up in High-/treet will fling the Bridge 
ſo direct to Thomas-flreet, that you may ſee 
from the Corner of Mary-port-ſtreet a conſi- 


derable Diſtance above the Beil in Thomas- 


ſtreet. N 

Tov likewiſe will be pleas'd to obſerve, 
that the Houſes from the Corner of Redclif- 
ſtreet to the Water's Edge, by being kept in 
the ſame Line they are at preſent, will make 
ſo commodious a Space at the South End of 

the Bridge, that there will be no Occaſion to 
widen the Entrance of Redcliff-ſtreet at all; 
and it will be of ſuch Advantage, that the 

whole Bridge will ſtand entirely detached 


from any Houſes, and there will be a com- 


modious Space for Stairs at the South Weſt 


Corner of the Bridge. „ 
Bur if the Gentlemen think it wou'd be a 
loſing of Ground, I wou'd adviſe them to put 


the Fronts of the Buildings acccrding to the 


Red dotted Lines in the Plan No. 2. 
As the Gentlemen have a Power to pur- 
chaſe Houſes in all the Streets for a hundred 
Yards from the End of the preſent Bridge, 
if at that Diſtance along the Back you begin 
to riſe, the Aſcent to the Bridge will be as 
gentle as from Thomas-ſtreet to the Bridge. 
Tut Diſtance from the Pel:can-Inn Door 
to Mary-port-ftreet is eight hundred Feet, and 
according to my Intention the Fall will be a- 
long the whole Length ; and therefore if it 
may be thought not adviſeable to have ſo long a 
Draught intirely againſt the Collar, there may 
be three or four ſhort Flats made in the 
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Length; particula: che Bridge, wich- 
out Dos pr LN which brings / 
me to explain the Propriety of Having all che 
Arches equal. 

WnBnIRX the Cender Arch is larger than *. 
ſide ones, it is when the Banks on each Side 
of the River are level, and therefore the De- 
cline on each Side will be equal, and the 
whole Bridge a beautiful Object; but as the 
Ground in your Caſe is lower on the South 
Side of the River than on the North, to have 
a Bridge thus conſtructed, wou'd be very 
| improper, as you muſt neceſſarily deſcend 
from the Center of the Bridge towards the 
North; for what? To make the Aſcent from 
the End of the Bridge to Mary-port-ſtreet, as 
Difficult as it is at preſent. Again, if the Arch- 
es riſe higher at the North End than at the 
South End, and the Cornice and Balluſtrade 
rake with the Declivity of the Hill; it will 
produce a diſagreeable Object. Whereas hav- 
ing the three Arches equal and the Balluſtrade 
level, the whole Bridge will be one beautiful 
| Object and all Ends anſwered ; for you may 
aſcend from the North End of the Bridge and 
deſcend from the South without any Impro- 
priety; nay, there may be a Declivity all over 
the Bridge in the Paſſage over it, without af. 
fecting the Eaſt or Weſt Fronts of it at all, A 
wh ters by Plan No. 4. 

ov will be pleas'd to dbferve} that ac- 
cording to my Defign, there will be ſo eom- 
modious a Communication between the Back, 
Peter- 
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Peter: ſtreet, and all that End of the Town 
with Redchf,.T bemss, and even Temple. ſircet, 
that the Building another Bridge at the End 

of Hawkins's-Lane will be uſeleſs. | __ 
Tux Approach from Redcliff, Thamas, and 
Temple ſtreeis, will be very grand and noble; 
for as ſoon as you come to the Points T T you 
will have a View of a regular Pile of Building 
of four hundred and ſixty Feet in length, ſup- 
ported on Arches,. which, if built of Rough 
Stone, will: give ſuch a Strength and Beauty to 
the whole, that it will be ſuch an Object as 
ſcarcely to be equall'd in the Kingdom; and 
again, coming from Peter-ftreet, or from High- 
fereet, you will have a regular Key and Pile of 
Building fronting you on the oppoſite Shore. 
Ius Method I wou'd humbly adviſe you 
to proceed in, if I ſhall be ſo happy as to have 
my Plan approved of, is this: Firſt, to pull 
all the Houſes down on the Eaſt Side of the 
Bridge, from St. Nichalas-Gate, to the Cor- 
ner of Tucker. ſtreet, and all the Houſes on 
the Eaſt Side of Thamas-ſtreet, as far as neceſ- 
fary, then the preſent Bridge wou'd remain as 
a Temporary One. I wou'd likewife adviſe, 
that the Bruſh-maker's Houſe at the Eaſt End 
of Nicholas-Gate, be likewiſe pull'd down, 
and then there may be a Paſſage quite from 
Higb. ſtreet to the South End of the Bridge, 
fix Feet wide for Foot Paſlengers,.. incloted 
from the Road for Carriages, made with the 
Materials that ſhall be found proper in pulling 
down the old Houſes, af which I make no 
| Doubt 
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Doubt but there will be ſufficient, - The Se- 
condary Arches on the Eaſt Side of the Bridge, 
and likewiſe ſo much of the Baſtions of the 
Piers as will interrupt the Building of the new 
Bridge may be fafely taken away, The Rea- 
ſon J wou'd adviſe the pulling down the 


Houſes in Thomas-ſtreet 3 chat 


ou wou'd have the Space comprehended in 
lan No. 1, under the Letters EF B D E in- 
tirely clear and open, and the Toll-Gate for 
collecting the Tolls on the Temporary Bridge, 
may be convenienthy-erected between the Let- 
ters Z and Z, dfid*theWotted Lines from the 
Eaſt End of Nich Uute to Figure Four re- 
preſents the Eaſt Boundary of the Foot Paſſage. 
Then the new Bridge may be built without 
any Interruption at all, and while that is build- 
ing the Key O O, and the Piles of Building 
QQ, F G, GG, OM, and K K, may be 
going on with. | Fat] 
My utmoſt Wiſh is to be employed as 
Architect by the Commiſſioners, and if they 
ſhou'd approve of my Plan, I ſhall always 
ſtudy, by Diligence and Integrity, to give them 
and the Public Satisfaction. Being always de» 
ſirous of ſhewing myſelf, | 


- GENTLEMEN, 


Your moſt obedient bumble Servant, 


acute, TOHN WOOD. 
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